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These Jataka tales are a wake-up call to all ungrateful# arrogant# 
hypocritical and self-serving liars. Full of humour and sound advice# 
they reveal the tyrannical power of money# the foolishness of 
superstition# and the dangers of losing self-control. So# read and be 
entertained# and laugh as you learn. And remember# the good 
always triumph. 
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A BRAHMAN ONCE RECEIVED THE GIFT OF A BULL- 
CALF WHOM HE NAMED NANDI VISHALA. 



HE LOOKED AFTER IT WELL, AND IT GREW 
INTO A FINE , STURDY BULL . r ~ — 


GO TO A RICH MERCHANT. 
TELL HIM THAT HOUR BULL 
CAN DRAW A HUNDRED 
LOADED CARTS. MAKE A 
BET ON THAT FOR A A 

THOUSAND PIECES ' 

OF GOLD. ^1 


THE KIND BRAHMAN HAS 
BROUGHT ME UP WITH LOVING 
CARE, AS IF | WERE HIS OWN 
SON. I MUST REPAY HIM 
FOR ALL HIS TROUBLE. / 


THE BRAHMAN COULD NOT BELIEVE 


AM I DREAMING OR 
HAVE I GONE MAD ? 

I HEARD MV BULL/ 
V TALKING! 


/ YOU ARE 
' NOT DREAMING, > 
MASTER. DO 
AS I SAY. IT WILL BRING 
YOU GOOD FORTUNE. 
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amar chitrakaiha 




THERE ARE MANH 
STRONG BULLS IN THIS 
TOWN BUT MINE ARE 
THE STRONGEST. 


WELL, I HAVE A BULL 
WHO CAN PULL A HUNDRED 



THE MERCHANT LAUGHED- 


you 

MUST BE 
JOKING/ 



IT'S IMPOSSIBLE ? 

NO BULL CAN DRAW 
A HUNDRED LOAPEP 
CARTS. I »M WILLING 

m AA A isr- A ,- 



THE STAKE SHALL 
BE A THOUSAND 
PIECES OF y 
V SOLD• / ^ 


NANDI VISHALA 




A THOUSAND PIECES OF GOLD WILL SOON 

TO THAT THE THOUSAND 
I *VE SAVED OVER THE PAST 
FEW HEAR5 AND I’LL 
HAVE TWO THOUSAND 

t 


HANGING A GARLAND ROUND NANDI 
VISHALA '5 NECK , HE UOKED HIM TO 

THE FIRST CART, j- 

- 1 WITH THAT MONEH, 

I’LL BUV MANH MORE BULLS AND MAKE 
MAN7 MORE WAGERS TILL I BECOME 




THESE THOUGHTS MADE THE BRAHMAN UERW 
ARROGANT AND QUITE UNLIKE H/S USUAL SELF. 


COME ON, HOU 
RASCAL I PULL* BE 
QUICK, HOU 
RASCAL! 
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amar chitra katha 



I BV HIS BEL 
BEHAVIOUR 


WELL, I’M NOT THE 
RASCAL HE CALLS 
TO ? I WON’T . 
v MOVE ! / 


BULL WAS SHOCKED 
ER'S WORDS AND 



THE BRAHMAN BECAME FRANTIC. 


WHAT ’5 WRONG WITH 
NANDI VISHALA ? 

, WHV DOES HE * 

Yv IGNORE MV 

ORDERS? ^ 



HA! HA? COME ^ 
ON, SIR ! VOU’VE 
LOST A THOUSAND 
. GOLD PIECES! > 


THE MERCHANT WAS JUBILANT. 


THE BRAHMAN HAD 
AND BRING THE G 
HAD KEPT HIDDEN 
HOME. - - 


UNVOKING NANDI VISHALA , HE SAPLN WALKED 

AMAy. r 7 — r- ■ - ~ u, - ——r —=— ■ v -r— t~\ T5T 


ALL MV 
LIFE'S 
SAVINGS 
. GONE! 



-—— 



m 


W V 


\ 
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NANDI VISHALA 



HOW CAN I SLEEP 
WHEN I’VE LOST ALL 
MV SAVINGS ? 

I SHOULD NEVER 
HAVE LISTENED 
^ TO QOU ! ^ 


LATER, AT HOME 


WHV PID VOU CALL 
ME A RASCAL ? HAVE 
I EVER BROKEN A PO 
OR GORED ANVONE 
K OR...? ^ 


NO,NEVER, MV 
V CHILD! ^ 
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amar chitra katha 



POU ARE NOT N 
CONTENT WITH 
LOSING A THOUSAND 
PIECES OF , 
GOLD! A 




r BRAHMAN went to the merchant and offered to make the same 

BEFORE - X ^-Ik 


THE MAN 
SEEM5 
TO BE 
A FOOL? 



I AM SO CERTAIN 
OF WINNING THAT 
WILLING TO BET 
TWO THOUSAND 
X THIS TIME. 


THOUSAND f 
ALL RIGHT. 


WHEN THE LOADED CAR 15 
THE BULL WERE READV 


NOW THEN, 

AW FINE FELLOW! 

PULL THE 
. CARTS ALONG./ 


NANDI VISHALA 




W/77V A SINGLE TUG , Atf/ZD/ VISHALA PULLED THE CARTS 




\+. 


T/v^V 


X^r 

IL rf 

-'■'V / N ' 

2& 

M 1 |t 



...TILL THE LAST ONE STOOD WHERE THE FIRST HAD BEEN! 



<VOU DESERVE 
EVER 4 / ONE OF 
THESE GOLD 
PIECES ! . 





7//E BRAHMAN TOOK THE TWO THOUSAND 

PIECES OF GOLD AND HE WENT HOME A 
HAPPIER, RICHER, WISER MAN. , - 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



THE SERVANT ANP THE TREASURE 


ONCE THERE WERE TWO OLD LANDOWNERS WHO WERE FRIENDS. ONE OF THEM 
HAD A VER9 WOUNG WIFE WHO HAD RECENTLY BORNE HIM A SON . 



VOU ARE VER4 LUCKH. 
WOU HAVE A SON ANP 
HEIR TO WHOM VOU 
CAN BEQUEATH / 
VOUR FORTUNE. y\ 


<7ES, 

I'M INDEED 
. LUCKV. 


I, TOO, HAVE 
WORRIES.IF I DIE.A 
SON MAN NEVER 
K GET THE MONEV 


' \A 

Mj/ "" lf\ 
r /[ /111 

1 f j'I X ‘ 

Vi 

fill 

ii 

||J|y 
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NANDI VISHALA 



SO, TARING A HOUSEHOLD SERVANT 
CALLED NANDA INTO HIS CONF!DENCE { 

THE LANDOWNER WENT TO A 
NEARBY FORESTAND BURIED HIS 
TREASURE AT A CERTAIN SPOT . 


IT WOULD CERTAINLY 

BE A WISE -£ 

THING TO / (T 
V PO. / V ■ 


WOULDN’T THE 
SAFEST COURSE 
BE TO BURN MV 
MONEV IN 
THE 


MV GOOD NANDA, 
WHEN MV SON COMES 
OF AGE, SHOW HIM 
THIS TREASURE. 
NO ONE ELSE 
. SHOULD BE TOLD 
iv A BO LIT IT. 




r : "1 

JBB 

a 

u 



THE OLD MAN DIED SOON AFTER. MAN<V WEARS 
LATER, HI 5 SON, NOW A WOUNG MAN, MET HIS 
FATHER’S FRIEND. 


BUT HE PID LEAVE 
A LOT OF MONEV 
FOR VOU, SON. 


MV FATHER WAS A RICH 
MAN. BUT THERE POESN’T 
SEEM TO BE ENOUGH 
MONEV LEFT TO 
MANAGE THE ESTATE. 







SOMEWHERE 


IN THE FOREST. 
ASK VOUR 
SERVANT, NAN PA. 
HE KNOWS ALL 
ABOUT IT. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



s cyES 
MASTER.IT’S 
BURIED IN 
THE 


THE YOUNG MAN WENT TO NANDA. 

L H~h bf 00 you KNOW ^ 

I WhFPF MQ FATHER Fmiag 



WELL THEN, LET’S 
60 AND GET IT. 

I NEED IT 
NOW. 


* 



SOON THEY WERE ON THElR WAN TO THE FOREST, 


NANDA IS AN HONEST MAN 
HE COULD EASILY HAVE 
V TAKEN THE TREASURE 

FOR JjIMSELF. 




Oof 


■■Mil ■ £V RE ACHED Th <E MIDDLE OF THF 

^"well.nanrT 

WHERE is the 

money ? 


FOREST 


// 


m? 


/ 


* 




(JUT 




* 



NANDI VISHALA 



SUDDENLY NANDA WHO HAD BEEN DOCILE FOR YEARS JURNED ARROGANT 
AND INSOLENT. 


WHAT MAKES YOU 
THINK THERE IS MONEY 
BURIED HERE FOR 
YOU ? 
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amar chitra katha 




BUT WHEN THEV REACHED THE 
SAME SPOT 


ONCE AGAIN THE VOUNG MAN IGNORED 
NANDA’S INSOLENCE. r 


s 


( NOTHING! 
l LET’S GO 
V HOME. 








WHEN WE SET OUT, | AM CEI 
nanpa M^VNS TO SHOW ME * 
TREASURE IS. BUT , LATER, H 
TO ABUSE ME. WHAT COULD 
^—l REASON FOR Thiq c 


* 










V 


NANDI VISHALA 


SO //£- WENTTOTHE OLDMAN AND 
DESCRIBED NANPA'S STRANGE 
BEHAVIOUR. 


IT’S SIMPLE ? VOU 
SAV HE STARTS ABUSING VOU 
WHEN VOU REACH A PARTICULAR 
SPOT IN THE FOREST? 

THEN THAT’S WHERE 
THE TREASURE IS 
BURIED/ 





MONE7 CAN CORRUPT EVEN 
AN HONEST MAN. THE MOMENT 
NANDA STANDS ON THE SPOT 



IF THAT IS SO, 
WH<7 DIDN’T HE 
TAKE IT FOR 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



AND THE OLD MAN TOLD THE 
YOUNG ONE WHAT HE SHOULD DO. 


WHAT SHOULD 


GO BACK TO THE 
REST WITH HIM 
AND WHEN HE 
STARTS SHOUTING, 




HE BEGAN TO DIG AS NANDA 
WATCHEO HIM DUMBLY. 
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NANDI VISHALA 



THERE! 

I’VE FOUND 
. IT! y 


SOON 



COME HERE? 
CARRV THIS HOME 
ON HOUR 
V HEAD. A 



NANDA OBEYED MEEKLY. 


THE SON TOOK HIS TREASURE HOME. 
AND NANDA SERVED HIM FAITHFULLY 
TILL HIS DYING DAY. 


>.v ^ 



THE WISE ONE’S ADVICE 
WORKED ? HOW GRATEFUL 
I AM TO MY FATHER’S 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



A RASCAL OF A SADHU LIVED IN A FOREST HERMITAGE ON THE 
OUTSKIRTS OF A VILLAGE AND HAD WON THE TRUST OF A ZAMINDAR. 



NOW, THE ZAMINDAR HAD SOME GOL 
WHICH HE WANTED TO HIDE FROM 
ROBBERS . AS HE WONDERED WHERE 
70 PUT n 


I KNOW WHAT! 





SO HE WENT WITH HIS GOLD TO THE 
HERMITAGE . 


iV > > / HOLV SIR! WE \ 

f%r ZAMINDARS UVE IN \ 

7 CONSTANT FEAR OF ROBBERS. 

SO I AM GOING TO BURV 
\ MV GOLD RIGHT HERE 
IN HOUR HERMITAGE. 




wo 



NANDI VISHALA 



THERE’S ENOUGH 
GOLD THERE TO KEEP 
ME HAPPH FOR THE 



I AM LEAVING MV GOLD 
BURIED HERE AS I HAflE 
COMPLETE FAITH IN 
VOU . PLEASE DON’T 

LET WE DOWN. 


IT’S NOT NECESSARV 
TO TELL ME THAT. WE, 
WHO HAVE GIVEN UP 
THE WORLD,NEVER 
COVET ANOTHER’S 


A FEW DA VS LATE/?, 7//E RASCAL REMOVED THE GOLD AND 
BURIED IT AGAIN AT ANOTHER SPOT A SHORT DISTANCE 



f — ■■■ ■ ■ - “ ■■■ ■■■- ■ ^ 


TOMORROW I SHALL 
GO AND TAKE MQ 
LEAVE OF THE 




I HAVE DECIDED 
TO GO AWAV 
FROM 

^ HERE. y 


> 

V 


T//E NEXT PAV 

% 


WHAT’S THE WAITER? 
HAVE I DISPLEASED 
VOU IN i 

/\ ANV WAV? ^ 


i ~w r -y 


* . 




• t / 




r 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




WHEN THE ZAM!NPAR HAD LEFT, A THOUGHT 
SUDDENLY STRUCK THE GAD HU - 



I MUST MAKE SURE HE 
DOES NOT SUSPECT ME WHEN 
HE FINDS HIS GOLD HAS 
BEEN 


PICKING UP A STRAW ANP... 




...STICKING IT IN HIS 
HAIR ... 
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NANDI VISHALA 



A LJTTLE LATER, AS THE ZAM/NPAR SAT TALKING WITH A MERCHANT WHO HAD 

COME TO VIST HIM , THE SADHU WALKED IN. v --- 

WELCOME, HOLH ONE ! WHAT 
BRINGS HOU BACK ? HAVE V( 
CHANGED HOUR 
MIND ? 



THE MERCHANT, HOWEVER, WAS A SHREWD 

COME TO RETURN A 

f jj\ STRAW IN DEED! THIS 

FELLOW HAS ROBBED 
f T V THE ZAMINDAR OF 
SOMETHING, I AM 
d/t A-a CERTAIN ! 


NO, BUT A STRAW 
FROM YOUR ROOF HAD \ 
STUCK IN MY HAIR. SINCE 
WE SADHUS MAY NOT TAKE 
ANYTHING WHICH IS NOT 
BESTOWED ON US, I HAVE 
BROUGHT IT BACK TO YOU. 


BUT THE ZAMINDAR WAS TAKEN /N 


WHAT A SENSITIVE MAN J 
WHY, HE WON f T TAKE SO MUCH 
AS A STRAW WHICH POES NOT 
BELONG TO HIM? >_ 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


Y THROW AWAV 

| THE STRAW AND 
GO VOUR WAV, 
HCX5V ONE. ^ 



AS SOON AS THE SADHU HAP LEFT 


i 


HAVE VOU LEFT ANYTHING / NOT EXACTLV.BUT 

IN THAT / I BURIED MVGOLD 
SADHU>5 / IN HIS HERMITAGE 

CARE? y AND 

ASKED HIM 
TO KEEP 
AN EVE ON 

IT. /S' ^ 


>/ 


V 


y 




WE 2AMIN PAR WENT ANP SOON RETURNEP. 



NANDI VISHALA 




IF VOU PON'T TELL US 
WHERE VOUVE HIDDEN 
THE MONEV, VOU ’LL 
SOON HAVE TO RENOUNCE 
V -ra VOUR LIFE! 





MERCV, MERCV ! 
I’LL TELL VOU 
WHERE IT IS! 



7/YE SADHU SHOWED THEM WHERE HE HAD HIDDEN THE GOLD . 


A/VO GIVING THE SADHU A SOUND 
SCOLD/NG JHEV LET HIM GO. 


SO, THE 5T0LEN GOLD 
DIDN’T TROUBLE VOUR 
CONSCIENCE AS MUCH 
AS A STRAW DID ! 
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LOWLV, WILL VOU 
HELP ME CARRH 
X^ THIS ? 


THAT ALL H/6 FELLOW STUDENTS UK ED HIM 




W TAKSHAShULA , THERE ONCE UVED A 
WHO HAD FIVE HUNDRED VOUNG D 


P/nwa GNEN m£ NAME 

LOWLH WHEN HE BECAME A STUPE 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




SO HELPFUL AND KIND WAS LOWLN 


X A SANSKRIT VERSE 


NANDI VISHALA 



BUT HE WAS NOT HARPH. 


WHV HAVE I BEEN GIVEN 
OUCH A NAME ? EVERV 
TIME I HEAR IT, 

I FEEL SAP. 




r ALL RIGHT, MV SON. ^ 
GO.TRAVEL THROUGH THE 
LAND WHEREVER HOUR 
FANCV TAKES VOU.THEN 
COME BACK ANP I WILL 
CHANGE HOUR NAME / 

X FOR you. X 

^.. _ i 



SO LOWLH WANDERED 
FROM VILLAGE TO VILLAGE... 



•••TILL he CAME TO THE OUTSKIRTS OF A CfTH. THERE HE SAW A DEAD BODH 
BEING CARRIED BH PALLBEARERS. 

WHAT WAS THAT 
MAN CALLED 




















































































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



SUDDENLY 


WHV NOT?WHETHER HE 
WAS CALLED 'LIFE* OR 
‘DEATH * HE WOULD HAVE 
HAD TO DIE ALL THE 
5AM E f A NAME ONLH 
SERVES TO MARK WHO’S 
* you SEE M TO BE 


PONDERING OVER THE MATTER , LOWLH 
ENTERED THE 

cm. 


WHAT ? CA 
4 LIFE* BE 
DEAD? 




MOVED B</ THE SIGHT, KIND 
LOWLH INTERVENED. 


WAIT, MH GOOD WOMAN? 
WHV DO VOU WHIP 
THE POOR 
GIRL? 


E IS MV SLAVE. 

I SENT HER OUT TO 
EARN MONEVAND 
SHE HAS COME 

BACK FM PTC/ — 


NANDI VISHALA 



WHAT f AND WITH \ 
A NAME LIKE THAT 
SHE COULD NOT EVEN 
EARN A PAV *S 
. PALTRN 7 
WAGES ? 


ism 


LOWLH TOOK OUT A COIN 
AND GAVE IT TO THE WOMAN. 


AS LOWLH WALKED AWAH HE SPOKE TO A PASSERBY 
WHO HAD WITNESSED THE SCENE. 


• i I 





MORE RECONCILED TO HIS NAME , LOWLH NOW LEFT 

THE Cm AND TOOK THE ROAD BACK TOWARDS TAKSHASH/LA . 


25 




























































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 





WHAT IS 
VOUR NAME 
, FR/ENP ? 


I AM 
CALLED 
‘GUIDE! 


LITTLE 



‘GUIDE’? AND 
VOU *VE LOST 
VOUR WAV? 




ARE VOU ASKING F^ 
OF ME P WHETHER. 
ONE’S NAME IS 'GUIDE 
OR ‘MISGUIPElONE 
CAN LOSE ONE’S 
WAV ALL THE 
SAME! 

* v r* 



EVERYONE KNOWS 
THAT NAMES ONLV SERVE 
TO MARK WHO’S WHO 
AND NOT WHAT 
THEV ARE. ^ 

VES,| HAVE 
AT LAST COME TO 
UNDERSTAND 


THAT TRUTH. 




NANDI VISHALA 



WELL, DO ^ 
VOU STILL WANT 
TO CHANGE 
VOUR 

\ NAME? 


AT TAKSHASHtLA , LOWLV W£/VT 
PIRECTLH TO HIS TEACHER. 




Si& * 






. ' 



/ MASTER,! FIND 
THAT DEATH CAN ’ 
COME TO‘LIFETHAT 
RICH'AND ‘POOR’ MAV 
BOTH BE POOR, AND 
THAT ‘6UIDE * AND 
‘MISGUIDE ’ CAN 
\ LOSE THEIR A 
VN. WAV. 




\ 


V 






' 


'rzy, 





I KNOW NOW THAT A NAME SERVES 
LV TO TELL WHO 15 WHO AND POES 
NOT GOVERN THE OWNER’S DESTINV. 

I AM QUITE CONTENT WITH MV OWN 
NAME AND DO NOT WANT TO CHANGE 
IT FOR ANOTHER. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



JN VARANASI , THERE ONCE LIVED A 
SCHOLAR WHO HAD A GROWN-UP 


RENOWNED 

daughter. 


HE HAP A LARGE NUMBER Of 
HOUNG STUDENTS IN HIS 
CARE. ONE PAH, AN 
IDEA STRUCK HIM -- 


I WILL PUT AW STUDENTS 
THROUGH A TEST TO r 
FIND OUT WHICH IS f 
THE MOST J/ 

VIRTUOUS OF /¥ 

them. Klp 


the NEXT PAH 


CANNOT AFFORD ^ 
r THE CLOTHES AND 
ORNAMENTS REQUIRED 
FOR NH DAUGHTER'S 
MARRIAGE. WILL HOU t MH 
SOUS, HELP ME OUT 
BV STEALING THESE 
\ THINGS FOR ME? y 
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NANDI VISHALA 



BUT NO ONE SHOULD 
SEE HOU STEALING. IT 
SHOULP BE DONE IN THE 
STRICTEST SECR ECU. 
ONLH THEN WILL 
I ACCEPT WHAT 
V HOU BRING. Sj 



FROM THAT PAH ONWARDS, THE STUDENTS STOLE VALUABLES FROM THEIR FAMILIES 

ANP FRIENDS'" 



... AND BROUGHT THEM SECRETE! TO THEIR TEACHER. 


I MUST KEEP 
WHAT EACH 
ONE BRINGS IN SEPARATE LOTS., 
50 THAT THEH CAN BE EASILV 
ppti IPNFD TO THEIR OWNERS, 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



COULDN’T VOU 
STEAL EVEN A 
SMALL RING ? 


A FEW MS LATER , THE 
TEACHER SAW ONE OF HIS 
FAVOURITE STUDENTS 
LOOKING RATHER DEJECTED, 


NO,MASTER 
IT'S NOT 
s. THAT. ^ 


MV SON,VOU N 
ARE THE ONLV ONE 
WHO HAS NOT 
BROUGHT ME 
^ ANYTHING! y: 


THEN WHAT / YOU’LL NOT ACCEPT 
^15 IT r’/ANVTHING THAT IS 
jfT NOT TAKEN SECRETLY. 
/ / BUT I FIND THAT THERE IS 
\ NO SUCH THING AS SECRECV 

\ V IN WRONG - 
fcJ \ DOING. 


qpc. 

MASTER 


BECAUSE... \ 
BECAUSE,EVEN WHEN 

there is no other 

PERSON IN SIGHT. 

I CANNOT HIDE 
v FROM MYSELF.' y 




NANDI VISHALA 



THE TEACHER WAS OVERJOYED. 


I HAVE FOUND THE BOH 
FOR MV DAUGHTER 
OF ALL MV STUDENTS, 
HE IS THE ONLV ONE 
WHO IS VIRTUOUS! 


y'v'-'t 


- 


►N > 



MV SON, J HAVE NO NEED OF 
WEALTH.I HAD ONLV ASKED 
VOU TO STEAL AS A TEST TO 
FIND A VIRTUOUS MAN 

FOR MV DAUGHTER. 
'V VOU ALONE ARE 
WORTHV OF 
HER. 



THEN 


FOR ALL THE OTHER BOVS 


STEALiNG.EVEN FOR 
A GOOD CAUSE , IS WRONG 
HOU HAVE FAILED THE 
TEST OF VIRTUE. HOU 
MUST NOW RETURN 
feCT v ALL THAT VOU HAVE 
STOLEN TO THE 
rV OWNERS. 































































































































































































